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 Latest trends 1

Asia report methamphetamine as the main drug of 
concern in treatment. In countries in the subregion 
with recent data, annual prevalence of metham-
phetamine use ranges between 0.5 and 1.1 per cent, 
which is rather high compared with the global aver-
age. There are also signs of an increase in crystalline 
methamphetamine use in South-East Asia.  

Potential harm from methampheta-
mine use is on the rise in North  
America

North America is the subregion with the highest 
prevalence of the use of amphetamines (ampheta-
mine and methamphetamine), at 2.1 per cent of the 
population aged 15-64. While the non-medical use 
of pharmaceutical stimulants is more prevalent in 
North America, a significant number of people also 
use methamphetamine.  

effective with the interception of a larger share of 
cocaine products than in the past.  

The bulk of cocaine seizures are in the Americas, 
which accounted for almost 90 per cent of the global 
total in 2017. Interception close to the source of 
manufacture is significant; Colombia alone inter-
cepted 38 per cent of the global total in 2017. 

Cocaine use is on the rise in North 
America and Western and Central 
Europe

An estimated 18.1 million people used cocaine in 
the past year, with the highest rates reported in 
North America (2.1 per cent) and Oceania (1.6 per 
cent). North America had seen a decline in cocaine 
use between 2006 and 2012, but there are now signs 
of an increase, as there are in Western and Central 
Europe, Oceania and some South American coun-
tries. In parts of Asia and West Africa, increasing 
amounts of cocaine have been reported to be seized, 
which suggests that cocaine use could potentially 
increase, especially among affluent, urban dwellers 
in subregions where use had previously been low.

Methamphetamine use causes 
rising concern across several 
regions
South-East Asia emerges as the world’s 
fastest-growing methamphetamine 
market

Quantities of methamphetamine seized in East and 
South-East Asia rose more than eightfold between 
2007 and 2017 to 82 tons – 45 per cent of global 
seizures. Preliminary data for 2018 indicate a further 
steep increase to roughly 116 tons. The 2018 figures 
suggest that Thailand may have overtaken China in 
terms of methamphetamine seized, particularly of 
methamphetamine tablets. Some 745 million meth-
amphetamine tablets were reported seized in East 
and South-East Asia in 2018, 515 million of them 
in Thailand. A geographical shift in the manufacture 
and trafficking of methamphetamine has taken place 
recently, from China to other countries in the 
subregion. 

Information on methamphetamine use in South-
East Asia is sparse. Most countries in South-East 
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.The final bound-
ary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet 
been determined. 

* Boundaries are not displayed for adjacent countries or territories with no  
available data.
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